
“No crisis is beyond the capacity of our people to solve; 
no challenge too great.”

President Ronald Reagan
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ELEVATING THE CONVERSATION

MISSION STATEMENT

The third annual Reagan Institute Summit on Education (RISE 2020) has officially been 
rescheduled due to COVID-19. RISE 2020 will now take place on September 17th, 2020 
at the new Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute Building at 850 16th St. 
NW in Washington, D.C. The Institute is excited to host RISE at its new offices following 
its Grand Opening event on September 16th. The Summit will convene a number of key 
thought leaders and stakeholders in-person while also bringing together a critical and 
salient virtual audience via livestream to address the purpose and health of education 
in the United States. While the RISE program remains committed to the theme of Lifting 
State Leadership, it will shift to feature content that honors the seismic changes made 

to the education landscape as a result of COVID-19.
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HONORARY STEERING COMMITTEE

The Honorable Howard P. “Buck” McKeon
Former Congressman and Chairman of the

House Committee on Education and the Workforce 

The Honorable George Miller III
Former Congressman and Chairman of the
House Committee on Education and Labor

Dr. Carey Wright
State Superintendent of Education

for Mississippi

The Honorable Michael P. Castine
Ronald Reagan Presidential

Foundation and Institute Trustee

Mr. Ben C. Sutton, Jr.
Ronald Reagan Presidential

Foundation and Institute Trustee

The Honorable Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.
Chairman of the Board of

Trustees of the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation and Institute

The Honorable Phil Bryant
Former Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Jeb Bush
Chairman of ExcelinEd, Former Governor of Florida

The Honorable Tim Griffin
Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas

The Honorable Arne Duncan
9th US Secretary of Education

The Honorable Richard Riley
6th US Secretary of Education

The Honorable John B. King, Jr.
CEO of The Education Trust, 

10th US Secretary of Education 

Dr. Virginia Foxx
US House of Representatives, North Carolina

The Honorable John Kline
Former Congressman and Chairman of the

House Committee on Education and the Workforce

THE RONALD REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION
AND INSTITUTE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Honorable Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.
Chairman

Mrs. Catherine G. Busch
Secretary

The Honorable John F.W. Rogers
Treasurer

Mr. John D. Heubusch
Executive Director

Mr. Rick J. Caruso

Mr. Michael P. Castine

Mr. Lodwrick M. Cook

Mr. Robert Day

Mr. Steve Forbes

Mr. Bradford M. Freeman

Mr. Robert M. Higdon, Jr.

Mr. Jeffrey R. Immelt

The Honorable Ann McLaughlin Korologos

Mr. Andrew J. Littlefair

The Honorable Susan R. McCaw

Mr. K. Rupert Murdoch

The Honorable Peggy Noonan

The Honorable Theodore B. Olson

Mr. Gerald L. Parsky

Mr. Jim Pattison

The Honorable Paul D. Ryan

The Honorable George P. Shultz

Mr. Ben C. Sutton, Jr.

The Honorable Robert H. Tuttle

The Honorable Pete Wilson



“If you really want to
make schools better,

you do it community by 
community, state by state,

school board by school
board, family by family.”

 - Senator Lamar Alexander, RISE 2019

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
RONALD REAGAN INSTITUTE BUILDING 

10:00 AM – 11:00 AM REGISTRATION & NETWORKING 

11:00 AM – 11:50 AM OPENING PLENARY 

12:00 PM – 1:15 PM LUNCHEON CONVERSATION
 & RISE AWARD CEREMONY  

 FIRESIDE CHAT

1:25 PM – 2:15 PM PANEL 2

2:25 PM – 3:15 PM   PANEL 3 

3:20 PM – 3:50 PM   PANEL 4

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM  PARTNER BREAKOUTS 

5:05 PM – 6:00 PM  CLOSING PLENARY  

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  COCKTAIL RECEPTION

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



The Honorable Alexander Acosta, 27th US Secretary of Labor 
Senator Lamar Alexander, US Senate, Tennessee; 5th US Secretary of Education 

Ms. Pam Allyn, Executive Director and Founder of LitWorld 
Mr. Jeremy Anderson, President, Education Commission of the States 

The Honorable Jim Banks, US House of Representatives, Indiana 

The Honorable Ras Baraka, Mayor, Newark, New Jersey 

Ms. Patricia Bartlett, Smithsonian Institution  
The Honorable Bill Bennett, 3rd US Secretary of Education 
Dr. Jill Biden, Former Second Lady of the United States 

Ms. Melissa Boteach, Vice President for Income Security and Childcare/Early Learning, 
National Women’s Law Center 

Ms. Peggy Brookins, NBCT, President and CEO, National Board of Professional Teaching Standards 
The Honorable Phil Bryant, Former Governor of Mississippi 

Ms. Kristen Cambell, Executive Director, PACE 
Ms. Lauren Camera, US News and World Report 

Ms. Diana Chen, Student, Arizona State University 

Dr. Lucas Clamp, 2019 NASSP National Principal of the Year
- River Bluff High School, Lexington, South Carolina 

Dr. Dave Clayton, Strada Education Network 

Ms. Ann Compton, Former White House Correspondent, ABC News 

President Michael Crow, President, Arizona State University 

Mr. Rick Cruz Chair, DC Public Charter School Board 
The Honorable Ted Cruz, US Senate - Texas 

Mr. Richard Culatta, CEO of International Society of Technology in Education 

Dr. Carol D’Amico, Strada Education Network 
President Mitch Daniels, President, Purdue University, 49th Governor of Indiana 

Dr. Linda Darling Hammond, President & CEO, Learning Policy Institute

Congresswoman Susan Davis, US House of Representatives, California 
The Honorable Betsy DeVos, 11th US Secretary of Education 
The Honorable James Douglas, Former Governor of Vermont 
Ms. Romy Drucker, Co-Founder and CEO, The 74 

Ms. Lousie Dube, Executive Director, iCivics 

The Honorable Arne Duncan, 9th US Secretary of Education 

Ms. Janelle Duray, Senior Vice President, Jobs for America’s Graduates 

Dr. Chester E. Finn, Jr., Distinguished Senior Fellow & President Emeritus,

Thomas B. Fordham Institute; Former Assistant Secretary of Education 
Ms. Caitlin Emma, Education Reporter, POLITICO 
Mr. Dale Erquiaga, CEO, Communities in Schools 
Dr. Virginia Foxx, US House of Representatives, North Carolina 
Ms. Paula Gangopadhyay, Institute for Museum and Library Services 
Ms. Jessica Garcia-Kohl, LRNG 
Dr. Milt Goldberg, Executive Director, National Commission on Excellence in Education 

Mr. Bill Hansen, CEO, Strada Education Network 

Dr. Shawn Healy, McCormick Foundation 

Ms. Kim Hefling, Politico 

The Honorable Jim Hunt, Former Governor of North Carolina 

The Honorable Diane Jones, Principal Deputy Under Secretary,  US Department of Education 

The Honorable Tim Kaine, US Senate, Virginia

Dr. Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg, Director, CIRCLE at Tufts University 

Mr. Sal Khan, Founder, The Khan Academy 
The Honorable John B. King, 10th US Secretary of Education 

Ms. Alyson Klein, Education Week 

The Honorable Ann Korologos, Trustee, Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute 

Mr. Doug Lederman, Founder, Insider Higher Ed 

Ms. Patricia Levesque, Chief Executive Officer, Foundation for Excellence in Education 

Ms. Laura Lott, American Alliance of Museums  
Dr. Bruno Manno, Walton Family Foundation 
Mr. Mike Marriner, Co-Founder, Roadtrip Nation 

The Honorable Susana Martinez, Former Governor of New Mexico 

Ms. Telyse Masaoay, Student at Vanderbilt University 
Dr. Ted Mitchell President, American Council on Education 
Senator Patty Murray, US Senate, Washington 
Governor Janet Napolitano, President of the University of California 
Ms. Jane Oates President, Working Nation 

Mr. Chok Ooi, Co-Founder and CEO, Kenzie Academy 

Mr. Trevor Packer, SVP of AP and Instruction, College Board 

The Honorable Rod, Paige 7th US Secretary of Education 

The Honorable Alice Peisch, Massachusetts House of Representatives 

Ms. Kristen Perry, 2018 School Counselor of the Year 

Mr. Mike Petrilli, Fordham Institute

Dr. Diana Rauner, President, Ounce of Prevention Fund 

Ms. Nina Rees, President and CEO, National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 

Dr. Condoleeza Rice, 66th Secretary of State 
Ms. Gerun Riley President, The Eli & Edythe Broad Foundation 

Secretary Pedro A. Rivera, Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Mr. Gerard Robinson, Executive Director, Center for Advancing Opportunity 
Ms. Sharon Robinson, Jackie Robinson Foundation 

Mr. Andy Rotherham, Bellwether Education Partners 

Mr. Stephen Sawchuk, Associate Editor, Education Week 
Dr. Javaid Siddiqi, President & CEO, The Hunt Institute 

Ms. Mary Snapp, Corporate Vice President and Lead for Microsoft Philanthropies  

The Honorable Margaret Spellings, 8th US Secretary of Education 
The Honorable Howard Stephenson, Utah State Senate 
Mr. Marc Sternberg, K-12 Education Program Director, Walton Family Foundation 

Mr. Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., President and CEO,Society for Human Resource Management  

Ms. Joanne Weiss, President, Weiss Associates 

Mr. John White, Louisiana State Superintendent of Education

Ms. Emily Wilkins, Bloomberg 

Ms. Judy Woodruff, Anchor and Managing Editor, PBS NewsHour 

Dr. Carey Wright, Mississippi State Superintendent of Education 

Dr. Jamel Wright, President, Eureka College 

Mr. Roger Zakheim Director of The Ronald Reagan Institute

PREVIOUS RISE PROGRAMS 
PARTICIPANTS & DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

*Partial Listing / Position and Organization at the time of their RISE participation*



 
The Reagan Institute Summit on Education (RISE) examines Lifting State Leadership in 2020 and will 
convene at the new Ronald Reagan Institute building in Washington, DC. 
 
The inaugural RISE conference was inspired by the 1983 publication A Nation at Risk, a report 
that catapulted education to the forefront of American conversation during President Reagan’s 
administration. A Nation at Risk is credited as the birth of the education reform movement and RISE 
2018 examined the critical issues surfaced in the report and forecasted 35 years forward. The goal 
was to elevate the national conversation on education by creating space for leaders from diverse 
industries and political backgrounds. 
 
RISE is not about reliving the past but learning from the past to shape a better future. In our 
second year, the Ronald Reagan Institute sought to build a sense of urgency that once again 
brings education to the forefront of American conversation, demanding that citizens and their 
representatives are responsible for understanding their positions on American education. 
 
Now in our third year, the RISE program remains committed to the theme of Lifting State Leadership, 
but will shift to feature content that honors the seismic changes made to the education landscape 
as a result of COVID-19, including distance learning, disruption, accountability and standards, and 
equity.
 
While the RISE initiative acknowledges stark political differences in today’s landscape, we believe we 
share a common goal of building and maintaining a world-class education system that prepares 
children to become engaged citizens and ensures American competitiveness in the 22nd Century. 

“Since the founding 
of this NATION, 

EDUCATION and 
DEMOCRACY have 
gone hand in hand.”

 - President Ronald Reagan, September 10, 1988

@ReaganInstitute

facebook.com/ReaganInstitute

NATION AT RISK



CALIFORNIA OFFICE: 40 PRESIDENTIAL DRIVE, SIMI VALLEY, CA 93065

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE: 850 16th STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20006

www.ronaldreaganinstitute.org

@ReaganInstitute

The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute creates multi-faceted programs, events, and 
exhibits through: The Center for Public Affairs, The Center for Civics, Education, and Opportunity; 
The Center for Freedom and Democracy; The Center for Peace Through Strength; The Annenberg 
Presidential Learning Center / Air Force One Discovery Center; The Ronald Reagan Presidential Museum; 
The Archives at the Reagan Library; The Air Force One Pavilion at the Reagan Library and the Reagan 
Institute in Washington, DC. Our mission and work would not be possible without the help of generous 
supporters of The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation & Institute. 

For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Bob Cochran at (202) 595-6371
or by email at bcochran@reaganfoundation.org

BECOMING A RISE 2020 SUPPORTER


